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RESEARCH PROPOSAL GUIDELINES
1) Your research question should be honed down to one/s that can be explored within the limits of your research time. The research question/s should be clear and pragmatic in order to help you to keep focused on the research process.

2) You should consider the main areas of literature that inform the research study. You need to demonstrate your awareness of what has been published in the area and your critical engagement with it.  The overview should lead to the rationale for your research project and the formulation of the research question. Why is it important to carry out this research study?  Who will use the results, and how will they be useful?

3) You need to give a clear account of the design of your study and a justification for your choice of methodology/ies.  What epistemological and theoretical framework/s inform the proposed study? How do you expect this design and methodology to help you answer / explore your research question? You need to address issues of:

· sampling (finding a group of people who’ll participate in your research, and making sure they’re accessible to you) 

· sample size 

· format for data collection

· user involvement 

· the rationale for the method/s of analysis. 

Particularly with a qualitative study, you also need to attend to researcher reflexivity.

4) You need to address ethical issues of consent, confidentiality and anonymity. Identify from which bodies you need to obtain ethical approval

5) You need to provide the references for your literature.

http://www.uel-ftsrc.org/research_planning.htm
